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setting in order the affairs of Zurich, a Paraenesis addressed to the
Senate. Zwingli deals with this document point by point in his
Apologeticus Archeteles. In his thirty-sixth section, the Bishop
virtually says that the Gospel is dependent on the unity of the
Church.1 Zwingli answers this statement at length. It should be
noted first of all that in Zwingli's writings the word 'Gospel5 is as
interchangeable with "Word of God' and 'Scripture3 as they are
with one another.2 'Surely there was in existence the Gospel in
the times of Arius, when the Church was split from top to bottom?'
he asks. After answering possible objections to this argument, he
goes on to extend the range of the discussion by referring to
Augustine's famous saying: CI should not believe the Gospel, if the
Church had not approved the Gospel.'3 The question here raised
is no longer that of the dependence of the Gospel on the unity of
the Church, but that of its dependence on the Church simpliciter.
Zwingli refutes Augustine, or at least the view ascribed by sup-
porters of. the Church's authority to Augustine, by asking how
St. Matthew's Gospel, which, according to a tradition which
Zwingli accepts, was written in the ninth year after the Ascension
to supply the needs of the Church, could possibly have been de-
pendent for its authority on the Church. He concludes, after
further discussion: Tor how could it be that divine things should
take their authority from human things? And how would it not
be the deepest impiety to think that what sprang from the mouth
of God, not man, was not established unless human ignorance
had agreed?'4 Of course, by substituting 'divine things' for 'Scrip-
ture5 and 'human things' for 'Church', he has begged the ques-
tion, and no one could give any other answer to the questions
which he poses than the one which he implies, because of the way
in which he frames them; but Zwingli certainly regards himself as
having proved that the Scripture needs no approval from and is
independent of the Church.5 Similarly, the first of the 67 Articles
prepared by Zwingli for the Disputation in 1523 states: 'All those
who say that the Gospel is nothing without the Churches' guar-
antee, err and insult God.'6 This statement Zwingli undertakes
1 ap. ^wingli, I, 267.
2 This is shown by Zwingli's alternate use ofeuangelion and scriptura, e,g. in his answer
to the Bishop's forty-third section, I, 302; cf. I, 374, where he says that the 'Gospel'
includes everything revealed by God to men.
3 Zwingli misquotes; Augustine wrote: 'ego vero euangelio non crederem, nisi me catholicae
ecclesiae commoveret auctoritas*.
4 This whole argument is in I, 292-4.
6 We here merely state Zwingli's position. It is discussed infra, pp. 90, 91.
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